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Student activity 1: developing a post-production script 

A post production script is the film on paper, every aspect of it transcribed and aligned. 
Here is an extract from the Post Production Script of the film Paul Kelly - Stories of Me. 

§ View the section of the movie transcribed here and as you do so, annotate these pages to
label the conventions of this kind of text, including layout, formatting and abbreviations.
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§ This script represents about three minutes of footage. Consider the complexity of the
editing process by completing the table below

Content Number Film technique 

People interviewed 

Questions asked 

Music included 

§ Take another section of the documentary and, working in pairs, watch three minutes of the
film and write the production notes. Write a reflection on the process: How easy or difficult
do you find the task?

The interviews 
Ian Darling, the director, writes in Who is Paul Kelly, an essay on making this film 

Many of my favourite moments involved the intense discussions with…[cinematographer] 
Simon Smith before the interviews started. On one occasion I dug my heels in when it 
came to filming Deborah Conway in her blood-red kitchen. To me, it was a wonderful 
evocation of love. Simon argued that we could achieve the same result with greater 
subtlety in the living room, if we placed a pink cushion strategically in the background. That 
way the camera would bring out the red in Deborah’s sensual lips. Simon prevailed and 
Deborah ended up owning the screen!   
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