
© 2013 Shark Island Productions Pty Ltd 
1 

ANALYSING AND EVALUATING RESPONSE 

PERSONAL RESPONSE TO THE DOCUMENTARY 

Student Activity: refining a personal response 

Use the table below to chart your journey from an initial response to Paul Kelly: Stories of Me to a 
response that recognises social and cultural influences that can shape your attitudes and tastes. 

Key questions Details Reasons or elaborations 

Am I able to identify 
with a character or 
situation? 

Who? 

What? 

What elements of the 
text invite this? 

What aspects of my 
context influence 
this? 

Experience? 
Situation?  
Age? 
Gender? 
Culture? 
Needing to respond 
for an English 
lesson? 

How have my 
listening, reading and 
viewing practices 
influenced my 
response? 

Ability to become 
involved in the world 
of the text? 
Its aesthetic, 
complexity or 
variety? 

Is my response 
consistent with a 
particular reading 
community? 

The English class? 
Teenagers? 
Females/Males? 
Theoretical position? 
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READING CRITICALLY 
This activity is designed to explore the role of silence in the representation of Paul Kelly. The 
opening interviews characterise him as an observer, a great listener, not an open book. He is also 
described as a bard or a kind of everyman whose voice covers a vast range of people. The 
opening of the documentary establishes the central concern of the documentary: who exactly is 
Paul Kelly. Kelly’s hesitant, unelaborated response - I mean, I’m inside him so I can’t describe him 
– demonstrates how silence can be used to amplify meaning.

Student Activity: Exploring the concept of silence and how it operates in texts. 

! In class, read Carol Duffy’s poems Mrs Darwin1 and Mrs Sisyphus2

! Discuss the poems focusing on
o why Duffy would write portraits of Mrs Darwin and Mrs Sisyphus in her anthology The

World’s Wives
o why she would choose to represent the wives of these men
o how the satire operates in these poems
o what Duffy hopes to achieve by breaking the silence of these wives of historical figures
o what role does the reader play in supplying meaning to the silencing of Mr Darwin and

Mr Sisyphus.
! Find examples of silence represented in a range of texts such as visual images, extracts of

dialogue in texts, examples of language that silences particular perspectives and bring them
to class. In small groups share these texts explaining how they relate to the idea of silence.

! As a class, view the opening sequence of the documentary (00:00 – 05:50) and:
o Contrast Kelly’s opening comments about the meaning singing has for him with his

remarks to the director Ian Darling in response to the question: who exactly is Paul
Kelly?

o List the verbs - shouting, singing, moaning, crying, pleading, praising, whooping,
shouting, talking, whispering, calling, cajoling, defying – and discuss the shades of
intensity they represent.

o Compare these elaborations with the unelaborated answer he offered in the interview. In
your class discussion, explore the paradoxes and conclusions that can be drawn from
the different responses considering how composing music gives expression and
celebrates voice.

! In groups, view the remainder of the documentary to
o identify and evaluate stories from Paul Kelly’s life which illustrate how silence shapes the

portrayal of Paul Kelly as a character in this documentary.
o analyse the reflections the song lyrics offer on how silence shapes relationships
o reflect on the relationships between audiences, performance and silence.

Creating: The sounds of silence 

! Using this investigation, create a text that explores the complex relationship between silence
and voice. This could be a feature article, an imagined letter, a reworked song or an
interview.

!

1 http://www.freewebs.com/carolannduffypoems/Mrs%20Darwin.htm  
2 http://www.freewebs.com/carolannduffypoems/Mrs%20Sisyphus.htm
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